Pediatric lung transplantation.
Pediatric lung and heart-lung transplantation are viable therapeutic interventions for end stage pulmonary parenchymal or pulmonary vascular diseases. Issues specific to pediatrics include unique diagnoses and increased need for mechanical ventilation before transplant and increased complications related to infection both before and after transplant. Although outcomes for children as a group are similar to those for adults, young children often fare better, perhaps in part due to reduced incidence of acute and chronic rejection. As in other solid organs, long-term outcomes in adolescents are poor. Increased focus on improving adherence in this age group will be important. Similar to adults, bronchiolitis obliterans remains the major late complication. Uniform treatment protocols and multicenter pediatric studies will be required to ultimately overcome this pervasive problem and improve pediatric lung transplant outcomes.